
For friends of Ability Partners 
Foundation, CP Rochester, 

Happiness House,  
and Rochester  
Rehabilitation

Newsletter

Celebrating 150 
We are celebrating 50 & 100 years of serving our community! 
Read more about the Rochester Rehabilitation and Happiness 
House stories and timelines inside!

Happenings

Rochester 
Rehabilitation 
celebrated their 
employees at the 
annual employee 
recgonition event; 
page 10

The annual bowl-
ing to Raise Bucks 
was another 
succesful evening! 
4-5.

We broke ground 
on the new CP 
Transition Apart-
ments. Page 6

The Vorozilchak family helped with the toin coss for the 
annual Hobart Stateme Tackles and Touchdowns fundraiser.

One hundred years ago, in 1919, Rochester Rehabilitation first began to help individuals 

achieve wellness. Fifty years later, in 1969, a small group of families worked together 

to open Happiness House’s first childcare center in Geneva, NY serving five children 

with developmental disabilities. Today, Rochester Rehabilitation and Happiness 

House have provided services to tens of thousands of children and adults with and 

without disabilities. Together, that is 150 years of making a difference!

ANNIVERSARY PARTNERS
For our 50th and 100th Anniversaries, 
we are showcasing our corporate 
partners and their many years of 
support. Contact us to learn how you 
can participate.

CELEBRATE WITH US
We have a lot of reasons to celebrate 
this year (150 to be exact)! We will 
share more details of the celebrations 
and events we have planned as the 
year progresses!

SHARE YOUR STORIES!
We are building timelines and photo 
galleries as we look back through the 
decades. Please send your photos and 
stories to Carolyn Russell at  
crussell@happinesshouse.org



As we wrap up a busy and successful summer and fall, we are looking forward to 
the new year. 2019 is a milestone year for us, with Happiness House celebrating 
its 50th anniversary and Rochester Rehabilitation celebrating its 100th anniversary. 
I had the opportunity to look back at our roots and reflect on the change and 
progress that we have seen over the course of 5 and 10 decades. The health care 
industry and care models have evolved and improved, all to the benefit of the 
individuals we serve. I am proud to say that our agencies helped lead that change 
and we continue to set the standard for best practices across-the-board. We have 
held true to our mission and our top priority has always been top-level care for 
the individuals and families we serve. This enables us to support individuals of all 
ages and abilities in determining their own pathway in life.
We will continue to grow and develop new ways to better serve those in need.  
This fall, we broke ground on a new Transition House for CP Rochester. In late 
February or Early March  of 2019, we will break ground on the state-of-the-art 
Golisano Autism Center, which will help redefine best practices for delivery of 
autism related services. These initiatives and many more, help us to increase the 
availability, and quality of services and programs to more than 6,600 people who 
face the challenges that come with disabilities and disadvantages.
We hope you will join us as we celebrate our milestones, and reflect on our 

beginnings. The anniversary committees have been hard at work, planning celebrations, putting together timelines and 
developing meaningful programming. In this newsletter, you will see a sneak preview of our special anniversary logos and we 
will soon unveil new fundraisers in honor of these milestone achievements.
And as we embark on the New Year, we wish you and your families the best in the coming year. We are grateful for your 
friendship, support and generosity!

Run for Fun and Walk for Wellness

A Message of Thanks
from the Taras Family

Mary Walsh Boatfield
President / CEO

Ability Partners Foundation hosted its 13th 
Annual 5K Run for Fun/1Mile Walk for 
Wellness in early June. Local celebrities who 
participated in the event included: Jason 
“J-Mac” McElwain; Adam Bello, Monroe 
County Clerk; Mary Chao, Editor, Democrat 
& Chronicle; The Honorable Sandra Frankel; 
Senator Joe Robach; Dee Mosteller and 
Henry Simon of the Lilliputian Foundation; 
Joe Morelle Jr., Monroe County Legislator; 
Robin Wilt, Brighton Town Board Member; 
Rachel Barnhart, Former News Reporter; 
Mark Assini, Gates Town Supervisor and 
Jim Sheppard, Monroe County Legislator. 
Samantha LaRocca, of Channel 10 News, 
served as the event’s emcee.  

Cash prizes were awarded to top three male/
female overall winners; non-cash prizes were 
awarded to the top finishers in age categories. 
Dave Herbert and Eilee Ossont finished first. 
Jason McElwain and Amy Hineline finished 
second, and Kevin Sheehan and Margaret 
Beiter came in third.

Annabelle Kresge and her mother, Mandy 
were the Honorary Chairs for the event. 
Annabelle was introduced to CP Rochester’s 
pool therapy and site-based Early Intervention 
Program after she was diagnosed with Polymicrogyria, a brain malformation 
affecting a large portion of her brain. Annabelle transitioned to CP Rochester’s 
preschool program where she attended for three years before making the 
move to kindergarten. As expected, Annabelle is doing great in school. She 
is active with her peers, learning to read and enjoys school very much. Her 
parents attribute much of her success to her time spent at CP Rochester. This 
was the Kresge’s 5th year participating in the event. “We like to support the 
event because it’s our way to give back just a little bit to an organization who 
has given so much to Annabelle and our family. We are so grateful for all of the 
people at CP Rochester and the experience she had there”.

Dear Happiness House,   

My husband and I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank each and every staff member that participated 
in the education of our granddaughter, Grace Ferrell, over 
the past two years. It is with your dedication, hard work 
and determination that Grace is where she is today. 
We recognize that it is a team effort and you should 
be proud of all your team members. A special thanks 
goes out to Amanda Donovan for her support and 
commitment to Grace. 

Please accept this donation as gratitude and we ask 
that it be used as a special treat for the children in this 
holiday season. 

Again, we cannot thank you enough for what you do 
every day. You are amazing people and will always have 
a special place in our hearts. 

 Sincerely, 
 Kathy and Gary Taras  “Annabelle grew so much while at CP Rochester. She learned 

how to walk, jump, do stairs, communicate, and be part of a 
class. The therapists there also helped me through a lot. I value 
the friendships we formed in our years there.”  - Mandy Kresge

Preparing to celebrate milestone anniversaries

Presenting Sponsor
The Lilliputian Foundation 

Gold Sponsor
Alesco Advisors

LECESSE Construction  
 Nationwide Retirement Solutions/

Dan Cavaretta

Bronze Sponsors
Benefits Management, Inc.

Canandaigua Financial Group
NFP Telecom

Quality Carpet & Linoleum 
Usherwood Office Technologies

Friend Sponsors
A.P. Enterprises

Burke Group
Jeffers & Birnie CPA’s, PC 

SureHands Lift & Care Systems 

Patron Sponsors
BC’s Chicken Coop

Comton, Inc. 
Cornell Construction Design

Gatti Plumbing 
Tru Lawn Care

Media Sponsors
WHEC-TV Channel 10

WXXI 

Special Thanks to:
Fleet Feet Sports

Innovative Edge Sports
Mark’s Pizzeria

7-Eleven
Spatola’s Party Rental

Wegmans

Run / Walk Sponsors
Thank you to all of our

A  Message from  Mary
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Alumni reunited!
Bobby and Tyler both graduated from CP Rochester’s 
Augustin’s Preschool in 2013. They now play for rival 
baseball teams but were happy to see each other during 
their Churchville-Chili vs Webster baseball game.



 Francis “Ben” Bonafiglia Happiness House Golf Tourna-
ment 

was a Hole in One for Ability Partners Foundation!

The Stars were Shining  Bright 
at our 5th   Annual Evening of Stars Gala 

Since its inaugural event in 1986, this tournament has raised over $930,000 in support 
of adults and children with disabilities and disadvantages. 

The 32nd annual Francis “Ben” Bonafiglia Happiness House Golf Tournament was 
held on Wednesday, August 1, 2018 at Seneca Falls Country Club in Seneca Falls, 
NY and raised over $55,000. All proceeds from the tournament benefit Ability 
Partners Foundation (APF) in support of the programs and services at CP Rochester, 
Happiness House and Rochester Rehabilitation. 
27 teams participated in the 6-person scramble with 163 total golfers in attendance. 
Over 35 raffle prizes were given out and each golfer received two complimentary 
gifts. 
John Bartholf, Senior Vice President at Relph Benefit Advisors served as the Honorary 
Chair of the tournament. Relph Benefit Advisors has been an avid supporter of APF 
for many years, supporting numerous annual events. John is a native of Rochester 
and currently resides in Canandaigua. He currently serves as an advisor to the APF 
Board of Directors.
Special thanks to BonaDent Dental Laboratories and the Bonafiglia Family for their 
many of years of support and their tireless dedication!

Ability Partners Foundation hosted the 
2018 Evening of Stars Gala at Locust 
Hill Country Club in September.
The Gala was made possible by the 
support of the presenting sponsor, 
The Lilliputian 
Foundation and 
Platinum Sponsor, 
The Bonadio Group.
Thank you to Joe 
Lomonaco, co-host 
of the 5 o’clock 
News Hour on 
News Radio WHAM 
1180, who led us to 
a very successful 
silent auction, cake 
auction, cash call 
and live auction! 
We celebrated 
five extraordinary 
individuals who hold 
their civic duties in 
the highest regard:
Dr. Jack Howitt 
was the Harold C. 
Augustin Founders 
award recipient. Jack 
is past Chairman 
of Rochester 
Rehabilitation 
Center’s Board of 
Directors as well as 
a long-time Trustee 
and Governor of the 
Al Sigl Community of 
Agencies.   
Kathleen Whelehan received this 
year’s Humanitarian of the Year award. 
Kathleen is President and CEO of 
Upstate Bank. She was recognized for 
her dedication and volunteer service to 
many agencies.
Gerald Archibald and The Bonadio 

Group were the recipients of the 
Community Partner of the Year award 
for their ongoing support to all three 
agencies: CP Rochester, Happiness 
House and Rochester Rehabilitation 

through sponsorships, 
grants and in-kind 
donations. 
The Volunteer of the Year 
award was presented 
to Kids Miracle Making 
Club. The group, under 
the guidance of Steve 
Pellow, has volunteered in 
our classrooms, donated 
toys and supplies and has 
been a strong supporter 
of CP Rochester for years. 
Club members enhance 
the lives of children with 
disabilities by helping 
them develop their natural 
talents and skills through 
hands-on projects, 
workshops and volunteer 
opportunities.
Richard H. Hawks, Jr. 
received the Outstanding 
Board Member of the Year 
award. Rick serves as 
Vice Chairman of Ability 
Partners Foundation, is 
Chair of the Development 
Committee, and is a 
Founding Member of 
the Happiness House 
Foundation.
Josh Jordan, a BELL 

program participant shared his story 
of success with us. Barry and Brittany 
Jencik were the evening’s Keynote 
speakers. A special thank you to Talia 
and Everleigh Jencik who greeted Gala 
guests with big smiles and helped to 
pass out the Gala programs.

(C
en

te
r 

Pa
ne

l, 
fr

o
m

 to
p

 to
 b

o
tt

o
m

)  
Jo

sh
 J

o
rd

an
,  

Ev
er

le
ig

h 
Je

nc
ik

, D
ar

ia
 S

he
as

le
y 

an
d

 J
ud

e 
Ei

ch
as

; (
Si

d
e 

Pa
ne

l, 
fr

o
m

 to
p

 to
 b

o
tt

o
m

) T
he

 J
en

ci
k 

Fa
m

ily
, ;

 A
w

ar
d

 R
ec

ip
ie

nt
s:

  S
te

ve
n 

an
d

  A
id

en
 P

el
lo

w
, 

D
r. 

Ja
ck

 H
o

w
itt

 w
ith

 M
ar

y 
W

al
sh

 B
o

at
fie

ld
, R

ic
k 

an
d

 L
in

d
a 

H
aw

ks
, G

er
al

d
 A

rc
hi

b
al

d

Thank you to all of our generous sponsors!  
Presenting Sponsor: The Lilliputian Foundation  Platinum Sponsor: The Bonadio Group
Gold Sponsor: Frank J. Marianacci, Inc.  Silver Sponsors: Lawley, Relph Benefit Advisors
Bronze Sponsors: Al Sigl Community of Agencies, Alesco Advisors, Bill Cram Chevrolet, Center 
Information Services, Inc. (CIS), Harter, Secrest & Emery, LECESSE Construction, Miller’s 
Pharmacy, Nixon Peabody LLP, RDG & Partners, SWBR Architects, Taylor - The Builders, 
Tompkins Bank of Castile, U.S. Employee Benefits Services Group
Table Plus Sponsor: Christa Construction  Table Sponsors: Battle Construction & Development 
Corp., CDS Life Transitions
Patron Sponsors: AutismUp, Barclay Damon, Burke Group, Capstone IT, Cerebral Palsy 
Associations of NYS, Concord Insurance Agency, Catherine and Elmar Frangenberg,  
Rachel Kielon, MVP Health Plan, Inc., New Wave Energy, NFP Telecom,  
The Nichols Construction Team, The Upstate National Bank, Webster Lions Club
Additional Sponsors: Mary Walsh Boatfield, Canandaigua Financial Group, Margaret Clark, Joan 
Grela, Chris Harris, Dr. Martha Mock, Peter L. Morse & Associates, Workplace Interiors

Thank you to all of our 
generous GOLF sponsors!  
Founding and Major Sponsor 
Sam & Tom Vasile

Underwriters 
BonaDent Dental Laboratories 
Andrea Bonafiglia

Tournament Sponsors 
Bill Cram Chevrolet 
The Bonadio Group 
Edward Jones - Tony Fulgieri 
Lamar Advertising 
LECESSE Construction  
Lyons National Bank 
Nationwide Retirement Solutions - Dan Cavaretta 
OneGroup 
Pooler Enterprises Inc. 
Relph Benefit Advisors

Double Eagle Sponsor  
Brian, Kelly and Kyle Meath

Eagle Sponsors 
The Argen Corporation 
Capstone IT 
Christa Construction, LLC 
Lewis & Janet Hardy 
Loretta A. Kocik Event Planning & Consulting 
David E. Miller and Family 
Ron and Mary Pluta 
Jennie & Chuck Ryan 
SWBR Architects 

Birdie Sponsors  
Cayuga Lake National Bank 
Coverage & Clarke 
LeChase Construction/Bill & Rhonda Goodrich 
Santa Motors

Par Sponsors  
Chapman House Bed & Breakfast 
Corporate Care  
Elderlee, Inc. 
Fairport Family Dental 
Ferrara Lumber 
Friends of Brian Kolb 
Generations Bank 
Jim & Julie Gocker 
Robert & Maxine Martens 
Fred and Debbie Schwecke 
Seneca Lake Power Washing 
Seneca Meadows Landfill 
Vance Metal Fabricators 
Phil & Danielle Wirth  
Xylem, Inc.

Putt Sponsors  
Arkie Paradise 
Autism Learning Partners 
Barrett Marine, Inc. 
The Bellomo Family in memory of Bob Bellomo 
Bond, McDonald and Lehman, P.C 
Canandaigua National Bank & Trust 
D.A.’s Liquors, Inc. 
Anthony Ferrara 
Rosemary & Daniel Graham 
Susan La Joe 
Massa Construction 
Midey, Mirras & Ricci, LLP 
Pedulla’s Inc. 
SMS Auxiliary 
Bill & Kathy Suffredini Vernal 
Vincent Sinicropi CPA 
Wilson Press
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Our leadership team shares a belief in a common 
mission and are committed to providing the solutions 
that help our organizations to best support the adults, 
children, and families who seek our services.

Mary Walsh Boatfield 
President/Chief Executive Officer 
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation

Judi Zoltoski 
Executive Assistant 
CP Rochester

Patricia L. Cunningham 
Executive Vice President/CFO 
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation

Darrell Whitbeck 
Executive Vice President/COO 
CP Rochester & Happiness House 

Anne M. Battaglia 
Vice President, Human Resources 
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation

Nicole Cilento 
Vice President, Residential Services 
CP Rochester & Happiness House 

Cheryl L. Schaefer-Coppola 
Vice President, Development & Ability Partners 
Foundation 
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation

Lynn A. D’Amico 
Vice President, School Administration 
CP Rochester & Happiness House 

Ashley Horn 
Vice President, Finance 
CP Rochester & Happiness House 

Cynthia Kelly 
Vice President, Mental Health Services 
Rochester Rehabilitation

Diane Kozar 
Vice President, Clinical and Children’s Services 
CP Rochester and Happiness House

Terrie L. Meyn 
Vice President of Strategic Initiatives 
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation

Donna Poccia 
Vice President, Individual & Family Support Services 
CP Rochester & Happiness House 

Sara Taylor 
Vice President, Employment Services  
Rochester Rehabilitation

STAFF LEADERSHIP TEAM 
DEDICATION & PASSION

Officers
Elsa Steo, Chair
Richard H. Hawks, Jr., Vice Chair
Jeffrey W. Baker, Secretary
Roy M. Beecher, Treasurer
Amy Cram, Immediate Past Chair
Charles T. Graham, Founder

Directors
Charles A. Battle
Nanci Bentley
Michael A. Coppola
Catherine Frangenberg
Joan Sullivan Grela
John Horvath
Robert Schick
Diana Smith
Joyce W. Weir

Advisors
Gerald Archibald 
John Bartholf 
Ann Costello 
Mark D. Gearan
Betsy Kubiak
Brian P. Meath

BOARD OF DIRECTORSAWARD WINNING AGENCIES
AROUND THE AGENCIES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers
Jacqueline Hawks Lyttle, Chair
Jeffrey W. Baker, Immediate Past Chair
Sean R. Ossont, 1st Vice Chair 
Ann E. Kurz, 2nd Vice Chair
James H. King, Treasurer 
Christopher Harris, Asst. Treasurer
Joyce W. Weir, Secretary
Rachel Kielon, Asst. Secretary

Directors
Roy M. Beecher
Andrea Bonafiglia
David G. Case
Michael A. Coppola
Eileen Gage
Mary Herlihy Gearan
Charles T. Graham
John Horvath
Robert C. Maddamma
Brian P. Meath
Martha E. Mock
Kevin W. Reeder
Tim Vaughan

ABILITY PARTNERS FOUNDATION

CP ROCHESTER, HAPPINESS HOUSE 
& ROCHESTER REHABILITATION

CP Rochester and Happiness House
Pay Tribute to Employees

Happiness House Employee 
Recognition Event

CP Rochester Employee 
Recognition Event

Congratulations to our 2018 Mary Griswold 
Professional Service Award Outstanding 
Finalists: Alison D’Angelo, Kerry Crawley, 
Amanda Donovan, Elizabeth Honadle, 
Barbara Reid, Bruce Rood, Gordon Spencer, 
Dawn Sutton, and Laura Wakley 

The 2018 winners are: 
Elizabeth Honadle, Clinic Department 
Coordinator/SLP, and Amanda Donovan, 
Special Education Teacher  

Milestone years of service awards were 
given to employees who have worked from 
5 to 35 years at Happiness House.

Drs. Michael and Meredith Vorozilchak, 
parents of a child in the Geneva Preschool 
Program, and Spencer Dino, former TBI 
Program participant were the keynote 
speakers.

Congratulations to our 2018 John Horvath 
Professional Service Award Outstanding 
Finalists: Marcus Benjamin, Erin Davis,  
Joanne Huenemoerder-Dohse, Laurie 
Gendron, Lynn Keller, Dawn Mayeu, Kim 
Miller
Carrie Nicholas, Rene Sandroni, and 
Karissa West 

The three 2018 winners are: 
Marcus Benjamin, Habilitator, Day 
Habilitation, Dawn Mayeu, Director of 
Outpatient Clinical Services, and Kim Miller, 
Speech Language Pathologist

Milestone years of service awards were 
given to employees who have worked from 
5 to 35 years at CP Rochester.

Tom Fletcher was the keynote speaker.

We recognized the dedication and hard work of all CP Rochester 
and Happiness House Employees at two separate celebrations. 
Professional Service Awards and Years of Service Awards were 
presented. 

Jeffrey W. Baker, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Recipient of the 2018 Anthony J. Koenig Volunteer Service Award

Happiness House named  
2018 Best of Finger Lakes for Preschool or Daycare

CP Rochester, a finalist for the 2018 ETHIE Award

John Horvath, Member of the Boards of Directors
Recipient of the Burton S. August, Sr. Award for Community Leadership

Professional Service Finalists

2018 Mary Griswold Professional 
Service Award Winners

Professional Service Finalists

2018 John Horvath Professional 
Service Award Winners

Tom Fletcher, Keynote Speaker
− Page 6 − − Page 7 − 



UPDATE ON THE GOLISANO AUTISM CENTER

Meet our Stars

Michelle Steele has had her ups and 
downs in life but she has worked hard to 
get to where she is today and she credits a 
lot of her success to her time at Rochester 
Rehabilitation’s Ventures PROS Program.  
At times, Michelle’s life became very rough. 
Fighting addiction, Michelle was introduced to 
Rochester Rehabilitation, when her counselor 
suggested that she enroll in Ventures PROS. 
The people at Rochester Rehabilitation 
became Michelle’s biggest supporters. They 
helped her to understand her struggles and 
how to “let go of things that did not matter”. 
They taught her how to be mindful of what 
she was doing and to focus on the “now”. 
The time she spent at Ventures PROS helped 
Michelle deal with her depression and control 
her anger.  
Rochester Rehabilitation provided Michelle 
with opportunities that allowed her to get back 
into the workforce and helped her become 
independent again. She began volunteering at 
the Rochester Museum and Science Center 
(RMSC) and was soon hired on as staff. 
Michelle attended a few semesters at Monroe 
Community College (MCC) to gain skills in 
office/medical file clerk support and hopes to 
return to Rochester Educational Opportunity 
Center (REOC) to complete that path. 
With over eight years of sobriety and a 
stronger sense of self, Michelle has started 
to work on her creative side. She is now 
making hats and has hopes of starting a small 
business to sell them. Michelle is confident 
that she will continue on this path of success 
toward a bright future, one that she attributes 
to her time with Rochester Rehabilitation 
and the staff that supported her through her 
toughest times.   
 

Zackary “Zack” Mbuyee is a four-year-old boy with a sweet 
personality and a bright smile that lights up the room. He is 
very lovable and observant. Zack goes to CP Rochester’s 
Augustin Children’s Center. His mother, Stephanie, is very 
pleased with the support that he is receiving and feels 
that his entire team, including the Occupational Therapist, 
Physical Therapist, Speech Pathologist and Music Therapist 
have been great. Zack has developed a special bond with 
his teacher, Erin Davis. “They all know Zackary and how to 
work with him.” 
He is focusing on increasing his use of language and 
feeling comfortable in different settings. Zack and Miss Erin 
recently celebrated a milestone when Zack said Miss Erin’s 
name for the first time! “Thank you, CP Rochester, for doing 
everything you can to help my son succeed!“ 

Travis Daren Burkhard was diagnosed with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy when he was six years old. By the age 
of 13, he was no longer able to walk and started to use a 
power chair. Even though he has some limitations, Travis 
does not let that stop him. With a lot of hard work and 
support, he has learned to do things that other people can 
do but in a different way.  
Travis was referred to CP Rochester’s Clinic at a young 
age. He has received Physical Therapy and Occupational 
Therapy through the outpatient clinic for almost 15 years. 
Travis recently participated in Rochester Rehabilitation’s 
DriveOn program. Travis graduated from Gates Chili High 
School, and is enrolled at Monroe Community College 
(MCC) where he is studying Computer Systems Technology. 
Because of his determination and hard work, Travis will be a 
success regardless of what path he chooses!

Born with Cerebral Palsy, Jane Gefell has received services 
from CP Rochester for 57 years. She attends the Day 
Habilitation program, lives at a residential site, and works 
with the therapists through our outpatient clinic. Jane is a 
published author, teacher, volunteer and an all-around good 
person.   
To Jane, the most important things are her faith and her 
family. She keeps in touch with extended family, some from 
faraway places by using social media. Having published 
three books, Jane writes in-depth about what life is like living 
with a disability, her love for family, and her deep-rooted 
faith. Through sharing inspirational stories, Jane evokes the 
message that there is happiness and purpose to everyone’s 
life, regardless of their challenges. 

Parker Vorozilchak is an amazing five-year-old boy who 
has utilized services at Happiness House in Geneva for 
the past three years. The oldest son of Drs. Michael and 
Meredith Vorozilchak, Parker was born six weeks early 
and has required numerous surgeries and multiple lengthy 
hospital stays throughout his young life. He has a rare 
condition that affects the growth and development of the 
bones and structures in his head and face. 
To help with growth and development, Parker has received 
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Speech 
Therapy Services at Happiness House. He attended 
preschool in one of their integrated classrooms. 
Parker has made tremendous gains and improvements each 
year thanks to the amazing providers and teachers he’s 
worked with and continues to make great progress. 

Lucas Sheasley is a loving, bubbly, sweet, six-year-old boy. Like most children his age, he loves to 
talk to people, but it wasn’t always that way. Because of some delays, Lucas’ parents, Daria and Chris 
Sheasley started looking for a preschool for their son when he was three years old. Augustin Children’s 
Center at CP Rochester proved to be the right setting for their son. “CP Rochester was amazing from the 
very beginning for Lucas.”  
When he first started at preschool, Lucas was nonverbal and he didn’t interact with other children. His 
teacher, Erin Davis, and her staff changed all that.
“They opened up possibilities for my son and really helped him develop the social skills he needed to 
move forward. I can’t overstate the role they played in his life and I will forever be grateful to Erin and 
the other teachers that worked with him. Without CP Rochester, I don’t think Lucas would be where 
he is today.” In the two years that Lucas attended preschool at CP Rochester, he showed incredible 
improvement. In addition to his two years in Miss Erin’s class, Lucas also received services in Speech 
Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Music Therapy. 
Lucas is now a happy, thriving kindergartner in a general education classroom at Fyle Elementary 
School. He now talks and interacts with his peers and adults. He loves reading, writing, and doing math 
problems and he enjoys learning about the solar system, geography, and the weather!

Two essential resources are available TODAY: Autism Family Navigator and Autism HelpLine! The Golisano Autism 
Center, the only one of its kind in our region, is expected to open in the Fall of 2019. The Center will serve as a central 
resource for all individuals and their families, providing access to multiple autism-related services throughout their 
lifetime, under the same roof - the Golisano Autism Center roof - in the City of Rochester. 
In response to recent tragic events, the Golisano Autism Center founding partners AutismUp, Al Sigl Community of 
Agencies, CP Rochester and the Golisano Foundation recognized families had a vital and immediate need – to be 
connected to the programs and services our community offers before the Center opens. To address this need, the lead 
partners put in place two initiatives that families have begun to access and rely on; the Autism Family Navigator and the 
Autism HelpLine. 
Melissa Parrish has assumed the new position of the Golisano Autism Center Family Navigator whose role is to assist 
families in urban areas with learning about access to the wide variety of autism services available. Ms. Parrish is a human 
services professional and adult educator with over 20 years of experience in recruitment, program and case management, 
youth development, college and career counseling, volunteer coordination, advocacy education, training design and 
facilitation, and community education. The navigator’s office is located at the Boys & Girls Club in the City of Rochester. 
The Family Navigator will also be available to families at information and resource events within the Greater Rochester 
community throughout the year. The Golisano Autism Center Family Navigator can be reached by email at mparrish@
autismup.org or by calling (585) 248-9011, ext. 115.
The Autism HelpLine, (866) AUTISM-4, is a dedicated, 18-hour-a-day phone line staffed by 211 operators from 6 AM – 12 
AM EST, seven days a week. This information and referral service is for callers in the Greater Rochester and surrounding 
areas with questions about autism. Messages can be left after hours by emailing HelpLine@GolisanoAutismCenter.org. 
These two essential resources are available TODAY!
The Golisano Autism Center is a collaborative community of providers that will help revolutionize service delivery for 
individuals with autism, and their families, in the Greater Rochester and surrounding areas. To achieve this, the Center will 
provide a comprehensive, enriched and innovative model that co-locates and coordinates resources offered by multiple 
providers who are experts in ASD knowledge, and in their specific services areas. 
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2019 is a MILESTONE year!
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Volunteers are the Heart and Soul of our agencies!

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers who give so much of their time and talents to serve individuals with 
disabilities. We depend greatly on our many volunteers who help us fulfill our mission and achieve our vision. 
Without exception, they are hardworking, passionate, and dedicated!

Ability Partners Foundation supports the missions of CP Rochester, Happiness House, and Rochester Rehabilitation, so 
it is important to understand where monetary and in-kind gifts go once they are given by a donor.

Nearly every gift given to CP Rochester, Happiness House, Rochester Rehabilitation, and Ability Partners Foundation benefits ALL 
organizations! Monies raised from the two Galas, the Autism Awareness Walk, 5K Run for Fun and 1 Mile Walk for Wellness, Francis 
‘Ben’ Bonafiglia Golf Tournament, Bowling to Raise Bucks, and most other events are accepted by Ability Partners Foundation. This 
means, by participating in any agency event, your contribution helps all three agencies! Now, donors’ gifts carry a much greater impact. 
In addition, general gifts to CP Rochester, Happiness House, and Rochester Rehabilitation throughout the year benefit all agencies.

There are certainly exceptions to the rule. Gifts that are made to a specific program or service at an agency are reserved solely for that 
agency. For example, if a donor wishes to give $1,000 to the Happiness House Structured Day Program, Ability Partners Foundation will 
process the gift and only apply it to that specific program at Happiness House. Where this is typically most prevalent is with in-kind gifts 
(furniture, food, etc.) but it can happen with monetary gifts as well. In order for this type of donor designated gift to occur, the donor 
must submit the request in writing when making the gift. 

When writing a check to benefit CP Rochester, Happiness House, or Rochester Rehabilitation, we ask that you make it out to Ability 
Partners Foundation. However, even if your check is made out to one of the agencies, it will still benefit all three (unless you designate 
your gift to a specific program or agency). 

Thank you for your generosity over the years! Rest assured, CP Rochester, Happiness House, and Rochester Rehabilitation apply good 
stewardship to any and all gifts given to our agencies. If you would like to make a donation now, you can do so using the enclosed 
envelope, or visit us on-line. 

Understanding Where Your Gift Understanding Where Your Gift Goes 

www.CPRochester.org    •    www.HappinessHouse.org   •    www.RochesterRehab.org
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STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION:

A New Event 
will be unveiled!

May 2019 May 18, 2019
Ravenwood Country Club June 1, 2019

2019 is a MILESTONE year!
We hope you will join in the celebrations!

Stay tuned for more information!
We hope you will join in the celebrations!

Stay tuned for more information!

We already have lots of big plans 
but we would love your help! We are 

building timelines and photo galleries 
as we look back through the decades.

 Please send your photos and stories 
to Carolyn Russell at 

crussell@happinesshous.org 



GRANTS RECEIVED

We are pleased to announce that CP Rochester and Happiness House are each 
recipients of 2018 Major Projects Grant Awards. 

CP Rochester has been awarded a grant in the amount of $2,000 which will 
support students enrolled in the 2018-2019 Bridges to Earning, Living and 
Learning (BELL) program. BELL students attend classes at Roberts Wesleyan 
College and receive support from CP Rochester staff in developing the skills 
necessary for success in pursuit of their two-year college certificate. 

Happiness House received a grant in the amount of $1,050 to purchase 
musical instruments for Day Habilitation. The implementation of a music 
program will provide increased opportunities for movement (use of small 
musical instruments) dance, increase vocalization (through song), intellectual 
stimulation and social engagement. 

We extend to NYS ELKS Association our sincere appreciation for their 
generosity and for all they do in support of the individuals served by CP of NYS 
affiliate organizations such as CP Rochester and Happiness House. 

The Rochester Press-Radio Club has been a generous supporter of children’s 
charities since 1949. This fall, SportsNet was awarded a grant in the amount 
of $1,050 which will be used to purchase three Sport Hybrid Bicycles. The 
addition of this equipment will enable SportsNet to increase the number of 
individuals who can participate in this very popular community based cycling 
program. Since 2014 the Rochester Press-Radio Club has awarded SportsNet 
a total of $3,050 in grant funds for various children’s recreation initiatives. 
We are grateful for their support on behalf of children in need throughout our 
community. 

CP Rochester is in contact with 20 young adults wishing to move from their 
family home/IRA to non-certified Transition Apartments that will provide skill 
development opportunities needed to subsequently transition to community 
based independent living in two to three years’ time. In 2019, CP Rochester 
will renovate 77 Pinnacle Road to provide seven Transition Apartments for 
individuals with developmental disabilities.

Each apartment will consist of kitchen, dining/living, bedroom and bathroom 
areas. In this way each individual has an apartment to maintain and plan 
for: shopping for food, cleaning supplies and household items; planning and 
preparing meals; completing household chores; etc., thereby developing and 
practicing the skills needed to safely and successfully transition to independent 
community housing. 

In support of this initiative Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. has provided a 
generous grant of $30,000 to CP Rochester. These funds will be used toward 
the purchase of appliances, window coverings or housewares needed to set 
up each individual apartment. Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. has also offered to 
fill all the kitchen cabinets with food supplies to get the new residents off to a 
good start. Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. has been a generous supporter of CP 
Rochester, Happiness House and Rochester Rehabilitation. We thank them for 
their continued support and for making such an impactful difference in the lives 
of the young people we will serve in the Transition Apartments, now and in the 
years to come.  

NYS ELKS ASSOCIATION GRANT AWARDS

ROCHESTER PRESS-RADIO CLUB GRANT AWARD

WEGMANS FOOD MARKETS, INC. GRANT AWARD 

JULY 1 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

OPWDD Developmental 
Disabilities Regional Office Family 
Support Services − $66,600 for 
CP Rochester to increase Family 
Reimbursement Funds 

Rochester Press-Radio Club − 
$1,050 for SportsNet Cycling 

NYS ELKS Association −  
$2,000 for CP Rochester BELL 
Program

$1,000 for Happiness House Day 
Habilitation Program 

Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. 
$10,000 for CP Rochester 
Transition Apartments

Happiness House Summer Bash

Happiness House IRA friends enjoy a day at 
Seabreeze Amusement Park

Happiness House preschoolers learn about 
wind and flying kites

Happiness House IRA friends have fun at the 
Lilac Fest Fun 

CP Rochester individuals help introduce the 
new swing glider at a Brighton playground

Playtime at Happiness House  
New Friends Preschool

Happiness House Structured Day Program  
Art Group

The summer camping trip was a huge success!
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ACCES-VR Programs and Services: 
  •  Adult Career & Continuing 
Education 
  •  Vocational Services 

Accessible Home Renovations

Affordable Supportive Housing 

Autism Supports and Services

Aquatic Therapy

Article 16 Clinic

Article 28 Diagnostic and Treatment 
Clinic

Article 31 Outpatient Mental Health 
Clinic 

Assistive Technology

Augustin Children’s Center

Behavioral Health Services

B.E.L.L. Program

Benefits Counseling 

Broker Services 

Care Management – Individuals with 
Developmental Disabilities as well as  
Mental Health

Community Habilitation

Community Integration Counseling

Day Programs 

Developmental Disabilities Supports 
and Services - Developmental 
Evaluations  
(Birth – Age 5)

Developmental Toddler Groups

DriveOn Driver Rehabilitation 

Early Intervention Program

Elks Home Services Program

Family Dental Center

Family Reimbursement

Family Support 

Fiscal Intermediary Services

Home and Community Support Service

Independent Living Skills Training and 
Development

Licensed Home Health Care Agency

Music Therapy

New Friends Integrated Preschool

New York State (NYS) Licensed Child 
Care

NYS Home and Community-Based 
Waivers:

      •  Nursing Home Transition and 
Diversion

      •  Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities

      •  Traumatic Brain Injury

Occupational, Physical, and Speech 
Therapies 

Pathways to Empowerment  Aftercare 
Program 

Positive Behavioral Intervention and 
Support

Pre-Vocational Day Program

Psychiatric Services

Psychological Services

Rays Social Club

Recreation Services

Refugee Supports and Services 

Residential Services

Respite Services - In-Home and On-site 
(Including summer camp & after 
school care) 

OneSource Solutions – janitorial and 
manufacturing work force programs: 
  •  New York State Industries for the 
Disabled 
  •  Source of America  Janitorial 

Overnight Respite 

Self-Direction Services

Service Coordination

Special Education

SportsNet

Social Work – at CP clinic

Strengthening Working Families 
Initiative (SWFI) 

Stroke Rehabilitation and Support

Transition Program

Project Access - Limited Transportation  

Universal Pre-Kindergarten

Venture PROS - Personal Recovery 
Oriented Services 

WorkForce Academy

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES (CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation)
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10 East Main Street, Suite 304 | Victor, New York 14564

Raising funds in support of services offered by  
CP Rochester, Happiness House & Rochester Rehabilitation  

for people with disabilities and disadvantages.

<Title> <First Name> <Last Name>
<Organization>
<Address 1>
<Address 2>
<City>, <State> <Zip>

If you wish to change your subscription status with Ability Partners Foundation, CP Rochester, Happiness House, or  
Rochester Rehabilitation, contact Carolyn Russell, Graphic Design and Marketing Manager at 585-412-9040 x1322.
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US Postage
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Rochester, NY

Permit No. 515

For friends of Ability Partners Foundation, CP Rochester, Happiness House, and Rochester Rehabilitation

Happenings Newsletter

Happiness House
Adult Programs & Community 
Services 
731 Pre-Emption Road  
Geneva, NY 14456 
315-789-6828

5415 County Road 30 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 
585-394-9510 

Children’s Programs 
585-394-1190 (Canandaigua)

315-789-6850 (Geneva)

315-539-1586 (Waterloo)

CP Rochester
3399 Winton Road South
Rochester, NY 14623
585-334-6000

Rochester Rehabilitation
1000 Elmwood Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14620

Mental Health Center 
585-271-2520

DriveOn  
585-271-1894

Venture PROS 
975 Elmwood Avenue,  
Rochester, NY 14620 
585-256-3430

OneSource Solutions & SWFI 
1357 University Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14607 
585-473-2052

Employment Connection 
585-263-2690

Ability Partners Foundation 
10 East Main Street, Suite 304
Victor, NY 14564    
(585) 412-9040


